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old when his father died of cholera, leaving a widow and six
children of whom William was the youngest. In later life Sir
William Gull attributed his success to the training given to him
by his mother, who instilled into her children habits of industry
and perseverance. Young Gull showed ability at school, taught
himself Greek and was then encouraged by the schoolmaster to
teach others, for, said he, " Directly you begin to teach you will
begin to learn." For a time William cherished a desire to go to
sea, but at the age of thirteen he fortunately met Mr. Harrison,
Treasurer of Guy's Hospital, who had already befriended Addison
and Bright, and who was visiting his nephew, the rector of the
parish in which the Gulls lived. Mr. Harrison invited William
Gull to come to Guy's Hospital as an apprentice, offering him
accommodation and a small salary. " I can help you if you will
help yourself," was his wise remark, William acted upon the
advice and took his M.B. degree with honours a few years later
(I84I).1 He was now appointed medical tutor, and he taught
materia medica and natural philosophy, for there was as yet no
strict specialization. He continued to live at Guy's until his mar-
riage in 1848. That year he joined the hospital staff, acting first
as Assistant Physician, then as Physician until his retirement
twenty years later* Gull soon acquired an enormous practice, and
although money-making was not one of his ambitions, he left a
large fortune. A baronetcy was conferred on him after his atten-
dance on the Prince of Wales (King Edward VII), who was
seriously ill from typhoid fever at Sandringham in 1871. One
who knew Sir William Gull has described " his striking presence,
his minute examination of every case, and the few slowly uttered
words in which he delivered his judgment, often with encourage-
ment and never without sympathy. His manner was the same in
a hospital ward as in a palace." Nothing which concerned the
well-being of the patient was too minute for his attention. The
patient was never a case or a disease to him. " Not a typhoid
fever but a typhoid man." Of a hysterical lady, he said " There
is nothing really wrong; Mrs. X. is herself multiplied by
four.'3
Among his other aphorisms were the following : " Cannot is
a word for the idle and self-satisfied ; it is inadmissible in science."
*' The young, the aged, and the sick must always be helped."
1 S. Wilks and G. T* Bettany, A Biographical History of Guy's Hospital) 1892,
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